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DECLARATION of INDULGENCE, - 
Writ to the Author of the Letter to A Diſſenter. Sa 
: | | Gila Burt 
Mc, Payne, $20 9-7; 
PAS Cannot hold asing you , how much Afercy you had, fromthe FH#1- 
If KS tr of the Paper, which you- pretend to eLſwer © for as you have the 
S939 character of a man that deales with botly hands, ſo thisis writ in ſuch 
Pe) D = a manner as to make one think 0 were hired to it, by the Adverſe 
SZ 22 Party : but it has been indeed fo ordinary to your Friends, to write 
in this manner of late, that the Cenſures upon it are divided,both fall heavy :\ſomeſuſ- 
peR their'Sincerity others accuſe them for want of a right Underſtanding : "for tho all 
are not of rhe vitch of the Irish Prieſts Reflections, on the Bp of Bath and Wells" sSer+ 
mon , which was indeed 1rish double refined ; yet both in your Books of Controver- 
ſy, and Policy, andeven in your Poems, you ſeem to haveentrediintoſuch an inter- 
mixture with the #risþ , that the thread all over is Zinſey-woolſey. You acknowledge - 
that the Gentleman whom you anſwer has a Polite Pen, - and that his Letter is an Jnge- 
nious paper , and made np of well- Compoſed Sentences and Periods, YetT bdieve he will 
hardly return yon your Complement. - If # was well writ, your Party wants either, 
Men or Judgment extreamly, in allowing you this province of anſwering it. If the 
Paper did you ſome hurt, you had better haveler the Town be a litle plggſed with ir 
for a while ; and have hoped thar alitle time or ſome new paper (tho one'of its force - 
1s ſcarce'to be expected) Should have worn it out, then to'give it a new luſter:by 
ſuch an Anſwer. | | 5 
The Time of the Difenters Suſferings, which you lengthen out t02.7 jearswill hard- 
ly amount to ſever. For thelong Intervals it had, in thelaft Reign, are not forgot s + 
and thoſe who animated the lateſt and ſevereſt of their ſufferings are ſuch, that in . 
good manners you ought not to refle&t on their ConduQt. Opinms is as certain a poiſon, 
| tho not ſo violent, as Sublimate ; and if more corrofrve Medicines did'not work, the 
Deſign is the ſame , when ſoporiferoys ones are uſed : fince'thePanientis to be killed _ 
both ways: andit ſeems that all that isin debate is, whichis the fafer:. the accepting < 
2 preſent caſc when theill intent with which it is offered, is Viſible, is juſt as v_—_ 8 
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_ ation, as totake Opinmto lay a ſmall Diſtemper when one may conclude from the 
doſe , that he will never come our of the Sleep.. So that after all; itis plain on which 
ſide the Madvreſslies. The Diſerters for a little preſent eaſe, tobe enjoyed at Mercy, 

- muſt concur to break down all our hedges, - and to lay us open to that Devouring 
Power , before which nothing can ſtand that wilt not worship it. 

All that for which:you reproach the Chwurch of Eng/and amounts to this, that 
a few good words, could not perſuade her to deſtroyher ſelf; and to Sacrifice her Re- 
Ggion and the Laws to a party that never has donenor ever can do the King half the 
ſervice that she has rendred him. - There are ſome ſorts of propoſitions that a man 
does not know how to anſwer : nor would he be thought Ingratefull who after he had 
- received ſome Civilities from a perſon ro whom he had done great ſervice, could not 

; be prevailed with by thele fo bs to ſpare him his Wite or his'Daughrter. 1r muſt 
.argue a peculiar degree of confidence to ask things, that are above the being either 

askt or granted. Our Reli7ton and our Government are matters that. are-not to be parted 
with to shew our good breeding : and of all men living you ought not to pretend to 
Good Manners, who talk as you do, of the Oppreſſion of the laſt Reigy. When the 
King*s Obligations to his Brother, arid the hare that he had in his Cowrcils, are conſi- 
dered ; the reproaching his Government , kgs ſo il] a grace, that you are as Indecent in 
your Flatteries as Injurious in your Reflections. And by this gratitude of yours to the 
Memory of the late King , the Chwrch of England may ealily Infer , how long all her 

Services would be remembred, even ifshe had done all that was deſired of her. 
I would fain know which of the Brethren of the Diſſenters in forreigne Countries ſought 


ſo did the Swedes, the Danes, and like wiſe the Swirſers. In France they maintained 


liberties; Proteſtang and Papiſt concurring equally init. You mention Holland as an 
Inſtance that Liberty and 1»fallibility can dwell together : fince Papiſts there shew that 
they cane = neighbours, to thoſe whom they think in the wrong : Tt 1s very like 
they would be ſtill ſoin England, if they wereunder the lash of the law , and fo were 
upon their good behaviour,theGoverment being ſtill againſt them:and this has ſo good 
an cffect in Holland,that I hope we$hall never depart from the Datch Pattern: ſome can 
be very Humble Servants that would prove Imperious Maſters. You ſay that Force is 
our only Swpporter : but tho there is no force of our ſideat preſent, it does not appear 
that weare in ſuch a tottering condition \ asif we had no Swpporrer left us. God and 
Truth are of our fide: and the indiſcreet uſe of Force, when fer on by our Enemies, 
| has rather undermined than {tipported 115. But you have taken pains'to make us grow 
wiſer, and to let us ſee our Errors, which is perhaps the only obligation that we 
owe you; and we are fo ſenſible of it, that without examining what your Intentions 


may have been in it, we heartily thaak you for it. 


| - I do notcomprehend whatyour quarrell is at the /quinting Terms of the next heir , CA 


as you call it ; tho I do not wonder that /qwinzzng comes in your mind whenſoever 
you think of HER; for all pcople look a/qwint at that which troubles them: and 
7 | TY | ber 


os yours from Rebellion, The Germans Retormed by the Authority of their Prixces, £ 
the Frincesof the Bloed againſt the League : and in Holland the Quarrell was for Civil 
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her being the yext heir is no leſs the delight of all good men, than it is your affliftion - 
all the pains that you taketo repreſent her dreadful to the Diſſenters, muſt needs find 
| that credit with them, that isdue to the Inſinuarions of an Enemy. Ir is very true, 
that as she was bred up in our Church, she adheres to it ſo Eminently , as to make - 
her to be now our chief Ornament as we hope, She will be once our main Defence. Tf 
: by the ftrifteſt form of our Church you mean an Exemplary Piety,and a shining Conver-- 
ſation,you have given her true Charater : But your defignelies another way to make 
the D1ſſenters form ſtrange Ideas of her , as if She thought all Indulgence to them Cri- 
'91nal: But as the Gentleneſs of her nature is ſuch, that none but thoſe who'are fo 
guilry , thatall mercy to them would bea Crime, can apprehend any thing that is ter- 
rible, from her, ſo as for the Diſſeaters, her going ſo conſtantly to the Darch and 
French Churches shews, that shecar very well endure their Aſſemblies, at the fame 
timethat she prefers, ours. She has alſo too often expreſſed her diſlike at the heats that 
have been kept up among us concerning ſuch Inconſiderable Differences, to paſs for 
a Bigot or a perſecutor in ſuch matters : and She ſees both the miſchief that the Proce- 
ſtant Religion has received from their ſubdiviſions, and the happineſs of granting a due | © 
Liberty of Conſcience, where $he has ſo long lived, that there 1sno reaſon to. make an' | 
fancy-that she will either keep up our Differences, or bear down the Difenters wi 
9: Rigor. But becauſe you hope for nothing from her own Inclinations, you would have 
her terrified with the ſtrong Argument of Numbers, which you fancy will certainly 
ſecure them from ber recalling the favour. But of what fide ſoever-that Argumeng 
may be ſtrong, ſure itis not of theirs who make but one to Two hundred : and I ſup- 
poſe you ſcarce expe thatthe Diſſewers will rebel, that you may have your Aaſſes, 
and how their numbers will ſecxre them, unleſs it be by enabling them to Rebell, I 
cannot Imagine : this is indeed a /quinting at the Next Heir , with a witneſs, when you 
would already muſter up the Troops that muſt riſe againſt her. Bur let me tell you, 
that you know both: Her Character and the Prince's very ill that fancy, | they are 
only to be wrought on by Fear. They areknown toyour great grief; to beabovg that: _ 
and it muſt be to their own Mercifull Inclinations, that you muſt owe all that you carr © _ 
expe under them, butneither to their fear nor to your own Numbers. 'Asforthe 
| hatred and Contempt , even to the degree of being more Ridiculons then the Maſs under 
| which you ſay Her way of Worship 1s in Holland, this is one of thoſe figures of ſpeech 
tharshew how exactly you have Studied the Feſwires Aforalls. All that come from + 
Holland, aſſare'us , thar she is ſo Univerſally beloved and eſteemed there, that' 
Y .every thing that she does, isthe better thought of even becauſe she doesit. Upon'the 
-whole matter, all that youſay ofthe Nexr Heir, proves too truly that youare that for- 
which you reproach the Church of England, a Diſciple of the Crown' only for the 
loaves; for if you had that reſpect which you pretend forthe King, you would have 
chewed it more upon this occaſion), ; | 
Nor aml ſo-much in love with yore ” » as to imitate wy corre will nordo- * _. 
ou ſogreat a pleaſure, as to fay the leaſt thing. that may refleA"eq that Awrbority,, > 
Y hich the Charcb of England has taught me to reverence even after all the Dogan: J'! 
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- thatshe has received from it : and ifshe were not Inſuperably reſtrained by her Prin- 
ciples , inſtcad of the 7Thine Muſter with which you reproach ber, sþe could ſoon 
make ſorhicka one as would make the Thinnes of yours, very vilible upon fo unequall 
a diviſion-of the Nation : Butshe will neither be threatned nor laughed out of her 


Religion and her loyalty : tho ſuch infultings as she meets with, that almoſt paſs all. 


humane Patience , would tempt men that had a leſs fixed principle of ſubmiſſion, 
to make their Enemies feel to theircolt, that they owe all the Triumphs they make, 
more to oxr Principles , than to their own Force. Their laughing at owr DoErine of 
non reſiſtance , lets us ſee, that it would be none of zheirs under the Next Heir , at whom 
you Squirt, if the ſtrong eArgument of Numbers made you not apprehend that Two 
Hundred 'toone would provean Unequal Match. | EY 
As for your Memorandums, I shall anſwer them as short.as you give them 
I. It will be hard, toperſuade people , that a Deciſion in favour of the Diſpencing 
Power, flowing from Fudges that are both mage, and payed, and that may be remo- 
ved at pleaſure, will amount to the recogniſing of that Right by law. 
| 2. It will be hardto perſuade the world, that the Kzzgs adhering to his Promiſes, 
and his Coronation Oath, and to the known Lawes of the land , would make him Felo 
de fe, The following of different methods were the likelier way to jt, if it were 
not for the Loyalty of the Church of England. 


3. It will be very eaſy to ſce the uſe of continuing the Teft by Law ; ſince all _ 
thoſe that break thro it, as well ax the Judges, who have authoriſed their Crimes , are 


. {till liable for all they do: and afterall your b»ffing , with the Diſpencing Power, we do 
not doubt but the apprehenſion of an after reckoning ſticks deep ſomewhere , you fay, 
it may be ſuppoſed , that the averſion of a Proteſtant King to the Popizh party , will ſuf 
ficieutly exclude them , even without theTeſt. Butit mult be confeffed, 'that you take 
all poſſible care , to confirm that Aver/ron fo far, as to put it beyond a jt may beſup- 
| poſed. -Andit feems you underſtand Chrifs Prerogative, as wel as the Fwages did 


the Kings, that fancy the Teſt isagainſt it* it is ſo ſutcable tothe nature of all Govern- 


zrents, totake Aſſurances of thoſe who areadmitted to Places of Truft , that you do 
very ill to appeal to an {mpertial coufederation, for you are ſure to loſe it there, 
Few Exglizh men , will believe you in earneſt when you ſeem zealous for publick 
liberty , or the Magna Charta : or that you are fo very apprehenſive of Slavery t And 
Four Fiiends muſt have very much changed both their Natures and their Principles, 
Af rbeir condutt does not give canſe torenew the like Statutes ag aint them, ever: tho they 
Should be repealed in this Reign, notwithſtanding all your canfidence tothe contrary. 
I will ſtill believe that the ffrong Argument of Numbers will be always the power- 
fulleſt of all others with you: which as long as it has its Force , and no longer , we 
 Imgy hape tobeatquiet. I conchrre heartily with you in your Prayers for the King , 
tho perhaps I differ from you in my Notions, both of his Glory and of the Felicity of 
bus People : and as for yourown particular, I wish you would either not atall == fe | 
- Jour Pen, or karn to write to better purpoſe : bur tho T cannot admire your Letter, 
yetLam Your HumsBLe SERVANT 
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